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extensive, and covering a whole range. Almost all these tribes
talk Chinese with some fluency, whereas their knowledge of Shan is
ordinarily very slight.

The principal tribes of the Shan States are the Rumaias or
Palaungs, the Was, the Karens, the Banus, the Taungthus, the
Inthas, the La'hus, and the Yaos. A description of these various
tribes with their numerous sub-divisions will be found in the
Gazetteer of Upper Burma. The Wa, being the only tribe likely to
give trouble, is the only one of which an account is necessary in
this chapter. Their country is a block of territory on our North-
East Frontier extending for about 100 miles along the Salweeix
and about fifty miles inland to the Salween-Mekong watershed.
The inhabitants of this tract are known as "Wild Wa" : while
those of the race living on its outer fringes have become com-
paratively civilized and are called " Tame Wa."

The " Wild Wa " have never acknowledged British supremacy,
but as they rarely leave their own territory they have up to the
present not been interfered with. During certain parts of the year
they are systematic head-hunters, looking upon the acquisition of
fresh heads as essential to the welfare of the village, and expecting
to be visited with all manners of plague, pestilence, and famine if
they are unsuccessful in their quest.

Owing to this foible it is dangerous to travel in the Wa country,
and at present the Burma Government allows no Europeans to
enter it. The Wa, however, cannot be called a ferocious race, and
do not as a rule make raids or burn villages.

MILITARY OPERATIONS.

Previous to the arrival of the British, the paramount power
in the Shan States had for some hundred years been wielded by the
kings of Burma. Their troops were stationed in many of the
large states, and Burman officials were appointed to watch the
movements of the Sawbwas.

The Sawbwas were virtually absolute in their own states, but
excessive taxation sometimes had to be resorted to, in order to
meet the demands of the Burmese King.

The administration of the Shan States was at no time carried
on justly or consistently, and after the death of King Mindun, they